The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 

1. A network device for providing a data interchange between two or more 
software applications connected to the network, the device comprising: 

a processor operable to execute computer-readable instructions; 

a mass memory including one or more computer-readable components operable to 
process data from one or more software applications; 

a network interface in communication with a communication network interface 
operable to obtain data from one or more transmitting software applications and transmit 
processed data to one or more receiving software applications; 

wherein the network device does not include any input devices or display devices 
for control. 

2. The network device as recited in Claim 1, wherein the computer-readable 
components include a workflow component operable to schedule and execute workflows 
between the two or more software applications. 

3. The network device as recited in Claim 1, wherein the computer-readable 
components include a message distribution component operable transmit messages 
between the two or more software applications. 

4. The network device as recited in Claim 3, wherein the data interchange 
interface is a graphical user interface. 

5. The network device as recited in Claim 4, wherein the graphical user 
interface is a Web-based graphical user interface. 

6. The network device as recited in Claim 1, wherein the network interface is 
further operable to generate one or more interfaces for configuring the network device to 
the communication network. 

7. The network device as recited in Claim 6, wherein the one or more 
interfaces include a graphical user interface for configuring the communication settings 
for the network device. 
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8. The network device as recited in Claim 7, wherein the graphical user 
interface is operable to designate a network LP. address. 

9. The network device as recited in Claim 1 further comprising an LCD 
display for configuring the acceptance of a memory device, the memory device for 
loading system initialization information. 

10. The network device as recited in Claim 1, wherein the network interface is 
further operable to communicate with an external maintenance service to obtain 
maintenance information. 

11. The network device as recited in Claim 10, wherein the maintenance 
information update, upgrade and integration templates. 

12. A data interchange system, the system comprising: 

one or more computing devices, each computing device including at least one 
software application operable to transmit and receive data; 

one or more network devices connected to a communication network, wherein the 
network device is operable to generate a user interface for configuring the network device 
to the data interchange system and wherein the network device does not include a display 
device; and 

at least one computing device having a browser thereon, the computing device 
remote from the network device and operable to display the user interface for configuring 
the network device. 

13. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 12, wherein the data 
interchange system includes two or more network devices, wherein each networked 
device is configured to a particular data interchange function. 

14. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 13, wherein one of the 
two or more network devices is dedicated to primarily data computation. 
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15. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 12, wherein the data 
interchange system includes two or more network devices and wherein a first network 
device and a second network device are connected in parallel. 

16. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 15, wherein the first and 
second network devices distribute all processing tasks. 

17. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 12, wherein the network 
device is further operable to obtain software updates from a remote third party and 
implement the updates without providing access to the software to the computing device. 

18. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 17, wherein the remote 
third party is further operable to transmit integration templates. 

19. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 17, wherein the remote 
third party is further operable to transmit software upgrades. 

20. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 12, wherein the user 
interface for configuring the network device is a graphical user interface. 

21. The data interchange system as recited in Claim 20, wherein the graphical 
user interface is a Web-based graphical user interface. 

22. A network device for providing a data interchange between two or more 
software applications connected to the network, the device comprising: 

a processor operable to execute computer-readable instructions; 
means for providing software integration; 

network interface means for obtaining data from one or more software 
applications and transmitting processed data; 

wherein the network device does not include any input devices or display devices 
for control. 
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23. The network device as recited in Claim 22, wherein the means for 
providing software integration include a workflow component operable to schedule and 
execute workflows between the two or more software applications. 

24. The network device as recited in Claim 22, wherein the means for 
providing data integration includes a message distribution component operable transmit 
messages between the two or more software applications. 

25. The network device as recited in Claim 22, wherein the data interchange 
interface is a graphical user interface. 

26. The network device as recited in Claim 25, wherein the graphical user 
interface is a Web-based graphical user interface. 

27. The network device as recited in Claim 22, wherein the network interface 
means is further operable to generate one or more interfaces for configuring the network 
device to a network. 

28. The network device as recited in Claim 27, wherein the one or more 
interfaces include a graphical user interface for configuring the communication settings 
for the network device. 

29. The network device as recited in Claim 28, wherein the graphical user 
interface is operable to designate a network LP. address. 

30. The network device as recited in Claim 22 further comprising display 
means for configuring the acceptance of a memory device, the memory device for 
loading system initialization information. 

3 1 . The network device as recited in Claim 22, wherein the network interface 
is further operable to communicate with an external maintenance service to obtain 
maintenance information. 

32. The network device as recited in Claim 31, wherein the maintenance 
information update, upgrade and integration templates. 
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